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WELCOME

Thank you for volunteering to be a Books & Buddies mentor! We are excited to
have you. Together, we look forward to instilling the love of reading in young
children.

We hope you find this Volunteer Mentor Guidebook helpful. Although much of its
content was covered during your orientation, we ask that you read through the
entire booklet to gain a complete understanding of your role and
responsibilities. This booklet contains information about our program and
recommendations for reading with children.

You will be making a huge impact on the lives of children. It is remarkable how
contributing an hour of one's time weekly can make such a significant
difference in a child's life. If you have questions at any time, please don't
hesitate to reach out to us or your site facilitator.

Thank you again for your interest in making a difference one book at a time!
Sincerely,
Paula Fernandez-Knight

Program Manager
paula@stwn.org
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ABOUT BOOKS & BUDDIES

Books and Buddies is a multi-generational reading and mentoring program in
which volunteer mentors work one-on-one with elementary students to help
support literacy skills and build confidence. Mentors play a crucial role in
providing the much-needed individualized attention that is not always
consistently available to students.

Our goals are to:
1. Provide equity to children in underserved communities

2. Support children’'s fundamental literacy skills

3. Increase children’s self-esteem with individualized attention from their
mentors on a weekly basis

4. Provide a well-rounded, quality volunteer experience for community
volunteers

5. Bring support and resources to elementary schools

6. Generate d love of reading and books







































